
THE YOUTH 
AND DR. EVELINA 
ANTONETTY
The young people Dr. Evelina Antonetty mentored from the 1960s to the early 80s like to call 
themselves  "las ahijadas y ahijados de Evelina”, the godchildren of Evelina. Many of them, 
known as “come candelas”, actively followed her legacy in their work in social justice, 
community activism, and political empowerment for our communities.

For more than three decades, Dr. Antonetty confronted the obstacles that precluded young 
Puerto Ricans from opportunities that would help them succeed in life.  The United Bronx 
Parents (UBP) archival records contain articles documenting the life of Dr. Evelina Antonetty. 
These documents speak loudly about her as a leader eager to find permanent change and 
solutions to social inequalities by creating programs that would result in better education, 
nutrition, and higher self-esteem for the youth around her.  

Dr. Evelina Antonetty was a founding member of The Center for Puerto Rican Studies at 
Hunter College, Eugenio María de Hostos Community College/CUNY, and the Puerto Rican 
Legal Defense Fund, among other institutions that advocate change in our communities. 
The UBP’s archival records, housed at the Center for Puerto Rican Studies archive, reveal the 
extensive work of a woman who hand-wrote proposals to governmental agencies and private 
funding sources to empower the youth in her community. These proposals demonstrate her 
efforts to curtail juvenile delinquency, drug addiction, school dropout rates, and crime among 
young Puerto Ricans by providing educational programs to develop their leadership and work 
skills. Evelina provided tutorial classes in English and Spanish for the community and General 
Equivalency Diploma classes for those who had dropped out of school. She appropriately 
named the UBP main building “La Escuelita”, transforming it into a welcoming place and a 
cultural symbol in a community where 52% of the residents only spoke Spanish.

Evelina’s programs were a foundation for the generations of Puerto Ricans growing up in the 
South Bronx, a community plagued by social problems and injustice, to forge a better future. 
Evelina used to say “cada niño es una esperanza”, every child represents hope. By the early 
1980s, approximately 75% to 80% of those served by UBP were young people hoping to 
change their lives. These young people became her community helpers providing their 
service as accounting assistants, daycare employees, paraprofessionals in the public-school 
system, and food distribution coordinators for the summer food programs Evelina established 
throughout the five boroughs of New York City.

Dr. Evelina Antonetty also trained young people to become agents of change by enlisting 
them in her organized protests and government office sit-ins. She taught young people not 
to fear challenging a system that regarded them as “other.” Finally, Dr. Evelina Antonetty 
inspired young people to possess a desire to know, love, and respect their own culture. She 
strengthened their self-esteem. It was an act that would serve them throughout their lives 
because, for Evelina, loving yourself meant being proud of being Puerto Rican. Evelina 
continues to symbolize resilience and fortitude for many young Puerto Ricans facing 
discrimination on the mainland. 

Ph.D., Former Director 
of Admissions and
Recruitment; Founding 
Member of the Hostos 
Circle of 100 Scholarship 
and Emergency Fund

DR. NYDIA
R. EDGECOMBE

IN HER OWN WORDS (scan QR codes to hear audio files)

I HAVE TO PLAY GOD IN ORDER TO GIVE OUT THE FEW JOBS I HAVE

THE KIDS THAT DROP OUT ARE RIGHT BACK HERE WITH US GETTING EDUCATED



NYC Youth Summer 1974

Young participants of the After School & Weekend Programs for Bronx Youth pose 
outside el Teatro de Acción Comunal del Bronx where bilingual education was offered.

Burks, Edward C. (1942, November 4). Bronx Rate of Poverty is Highest. The New York Times.
https://www.nytimes.com/1972/11/04/archives/bronx-rate-of-poverty-is-highest.html

“Blacks did far better in improving family‐income levels than 
Puerto Ricans. Even so, 22 per cent of the borough's 88,000 
black families were below the poverty level in 1970. Thirty 
per cent of the Puerto Rican families were below that level.”

“The situation in the Bronx for Puerto Rican families, who 
increased in number from 43,000 to more than 80,000, was far 
worse. Their median family income increased from $4,108 in 
1960 to $5,578 in 1970, but Mr. Glazier figured that the real 
gain in annual income was only $265.”


