THE YOUTH
AND DR. EVELINA
ANTONETTY

The young people Dr. Evelina Antonetty mentored from the 1960s to the early 80s like to call
themselves "las ahijadas y ahijados de Evelina”, the godchildren of Evelina. Many of them,
known as “come candelas”, actively followed her legacy in their work in social justice,
community activism, and political empowerment for our communities.

For more than three decades, Dr. Antonetty confronted the obstacles that precluded young
Puerto Ricans from opportunities that would help them succeed in life. The United Bronx
Parents (UBP) archival records contain articles documenting the life of Dr. Evelina Antonetty.
These documents speak loudly about her as a leader eager to find permanent change and
solutions to social inequalities by creating programs that would result in better education,
nutrition, and higher self-esteem for the youth around her.

Dr. Evelina Antonetty was a founding member of The Center for Puerto Rican Studies at
Hunter College, Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community College/CUNY, and the Puerto Rican
Legal Defense Fund, among other institutions that advocate change in our communities.

The UBP’s archival records, housed at the Center for Puerto Rican Studies archive, reveal the
extensive work of a woman who hand-wrote proposals to governmental agencies and private
funding sources to empower the youth in her community. These proposals demonstrate her
efforts to curtail juvenile delinquency, drug addiction, school dropout rates, and crime among
young Puerto Ricans by providing educational programs to develop their leadership and work
skills. Evelina provided tutorial classes in English and Spanish for the community and General
Equivalency Diploma classes for those who had dropped out of school. She appropriately
named the UBP main building “La Escuelita®, transforming it into a welcoming place and a
cultural symbol in a community where 52% of the residents only spoke Spanish.

Evelina’s programs were a foundation for the generations of Puerto Ricans growing up in the
South Bronx, a community plagued by social problems and injustice, to forge a better future.
Evelina used to say “cada nino es una esperanza”, every child represents hope. By the early
1980s, approximately 75% to 80% of those served by UBP were young people hoping to
change their lives. These young people became her community helpers providing their
service as accounting assistants, daycare employees, paraprofessionals in the public-school
system, and food distribution coordinators for the summer food programs Evelina established
throughout the five boroughs of New York City.

Dr. Evelina Antonetty also trained young people to become agents of change by enlisting
them in her organized protests and government office sit-ins. She taught young people not
to fear challenging a system that regarded them as “other.” Finally, Dr. Evelina Antonetty
inspired young people to possess a desire to know, love, and respect their own culture. She
strengthened their self-esteem. It was an act that would serve them throughout their lives
because, for Evelina, loving yourself meant being proud of being Puerto Rican. Evelina
continues to symbolize resilience and fortitude for many young Puerto Ricans facing
discrimination on the mainland.

IN HER OWN WORDS

| HAVE TO PLAY GOD IN ORDER TO GIVE OUT THE FEW JOBS | HAVE

THE KIDS THAT DROP OUT ARE RIGHT BACK HERE WITH US GETTING EDUCATED

DR. NYDIA
R. EDGECOMBE

Ph.D., Former Director
of Admissions and
Recruitment; Founding
Member of the Hostos
Circle of 100 Scholarship
and Emergency Fund

(scan QR codes to hear audio files)
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B R T L SIS WO S T e LR ; Dr. Evelina Antonetty, Chairperson
* e e SO | _ A - United Bronx Parents Association
| ' P L - - 4 888 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, New York 10459
*:*i;f;.éaéiééﬁﬁﬁ--F?prﬁtigflﬁvfﬁ'. Dear Dr. Antonetty:
e R R TG P B : - - - X We know you are aware that the City-Wide Child Care Advisory Council
has a policy which states that "after three (3) consecutive absences from

# | the regular Advisory Council meeting, a member will be replaced”. Our

“Blacks did ftar better 1n 1mproving family-income levels than records shoW SRR S otended any mestings fhis‘ycari

—H-

Puerto Ricans. Eg/en SO, P per‘ cent of the bor‘ough's 88,@@@ We find it necessary to terminate your membership on the City-Wide

g Council, We have come to this decision reluctantly because we have always

black families were below the poverty level 1in 1970. Thirty welcomed your participation. However, we must abide by the established rules.

per cent of the Puerto.Rican famllies were below that level. | We should like to thank you for the contributions you made in the

-~ S

& ) past. If, in the future, you find the time to rejoin the Council, we should
be pleased to hear from you.
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“The situation-in the Bronx for Puerto Rican families, who
increased in number from 43,000 to more than 80,000, was far ety e = oum’
worse. Their median family income increased from $4,108 in

1960 to $5,578 in 1970, but Mr. Glazier figured that the real <
gain in annual income was only $265.” _ ' i S

=1 . R ¢

Burks, Edward C. (1942, November 4). Bronx Rate of Poverty is Highest. The New York Times.
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| ‘reasonably fair,”" according ol A e
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{his own criteria. Mz, Mujhfum argument followed the servicing and the sergeant ar

Bronx Rate . BRONX MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME [Vork City policemen e nea rarsgsment " 7er BOwAl Coccaro, on 2 charee of Ci ty ~Wi de Chlld Care Adviso ry Counci 1

|motion exams. In one of the court appearances, according to the

Ay - i lice, th ] 4, ed up" - AR | Y
Of POVEI' ty Bl sox0+ Esi5000s20000 EFs10000815000 [T 57500510000 F$5.00087:500 7 ess than 35,000 ce;‘d‘in;’::;zggegg;ﬁa;;“%;; Who uheneff’:gﬁgeaﬂncthargiugahg:ﬂripm;hpnﬁgégainﬂr;:d?ﬁ I . . 3 5' 5 5
laggie Parker, Chairperson s

- asked the lawyers to file brieis :ﬂ.ugust Serpeant ‘C.-'S'utlivm was convicted in Queens Crim-

IS Hl h 1 on the case by Nov. 20, inal Court on a third-degree assault charge and the charpe
gIes 970 ge

. By EDWARD C. BURKS

— | Bgainst Mr. Coccaro was dismissed,

| Dried Opiam Poppies | Two of J.D.L. Get Prison Terms Nominating/Structure Sub=-Committee

The Bronx has the smallest Are Snngﬁt in Jerse}- Robert Fine, a 26-year-old baker, of 1146 East 26tn
slice of prosperity and the , = Street, Brooklyn, received a thres-year prison sentence, and
Spectal fo The Mew York Tinm David Levine, 19 a student at Nassau Community Coilegs,

largest proportion of poor
families among the 19 coun-
ties of the tristate metropoli-

tan region and among all 62
counties of New York State,

. A New York Times analy-
sis of Census Bureau statis-
tics recently made available
shows the following details
of the Bronx’s slide into last
place, replacing Manhattan:

GIn the nineteen-sixties
poverty conditions worsened
in wide areas of the South
Bronx and especially in the
Crotona Park vicinity.

g Of every 100 Bronx fam-

ilies, 15 were living below
the poverty level in 1970, Rikers ixtand

TRENTON, Nov. 3-New | of West Hempstead, L., a year and a day for plotting ta
Jersey narcotics officials are plant two pipe bombs at the Soviet Mission's summer
':?“;-“Fi‘l"ﬂ florists in search E‘-l?w in Glen Cove, L.I. Both mzn, members of the Jewish
| of dried opium poppies im- eiense League, had pleaded guilty on Aug. 4 in Fede

ported into (e United States | District Court. 8 g k. 4 in Federal

1
|
E l from Spain for floral display They were arrested along with two younger suspects
|
|

purposes although they are | on May 23 at the Lido Beach Jewish Center by th
- L < 2 Na
. Elr!lmaushztmii; controlled dan- | police and agents of the alcohol tobacco and fimann:szﬁ
Abcut S Eod S ks :éf:;gruf the Treasury Department, Two pipe bombs were
dried t:.lnwt;rs had been seized
at a floral-dispiay manufac- 1
Wring company in Ocean Campus Editors CDI’I"FEHE

County, officials said, ’ )
‘ added that add:::’aﬂf 5[12?;3;. S The SIMEEF.HIHDH Hotel wis brightened by the mini-
were being sought. skirts and bleached dungarees worn by 1,200 student staff
| The Division of Narcotics | Temoers and facully advisers for campus periodicals.
and Drug Control was also ~ "This seems to be a fairly conservative group," said
seeking to determine how | Kristi Hedstrom, a 25-year-old executive of the Associated
J Customs officials allowed the | Collegiate Press, the nonprofit, Minneapolis-based group

dried poppies to be brought that organized the two-day corvention. Subjects covered

% Rikers land

3 into the country despite the | included basic production, the independence and i |
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Bronx families in general in-  from $5.578 a vear in 1960 to  per cent. g The median ren: of the
;_reamd t‘n;;:j 35_331} to 38,308 $6.559 in If;‘fiﬁ Imdh an 1En- For the entire city popula- 425,000 renter-occupizd hous- Apm— C: ;
etween and 1970, a crease cexceeding that for  tion, 10 per cent of adults ing units was $87 a month. -
pain of §2,478, or nearly $48 Bronx families in general over 25 have a collepe educa- g Fewer than onethird of 1
in weelly aalury, (The torm  Their real gain in annual in Livii. the borough's bDreacwinhers W
-median’ means that halfi come. according to Mr. Glaz- The following table shows had their jobs within the : : .
Ilhett‘apnhrs mnge l'll.l;}l"l} than  1er Was -~’*m-_ T the change in pcpulation fig- Bronx, the lowesl such pro. " - :
at figure and ha made The New York Times has  ures in the Bronx during the portion of all counties in the
1-::;;,} = ) : produced the ﬂ_::mmpanymp decade: state. R , "
: ¢ Bronx's pain was far maps using official figures w0 1940 4 Fifty-seven per cen .
2;1:_::;; the citywide fipure of  for cach of the census tracts, Eﬂf'-.'..‘ : fosle 1aths  all Erun:;ites ovei:nthz agle g; The Now York 1
, 580, or cnunting arcas, in the Macks b LY 18d k5 five were ih—-i“!: in fie same At the time of the 1570 census I'liﬂ‘.h rents were dﬁfima s stk .
Furthermore, rapidly risin Bronx. The maps show 4 i ve ook T b i 7 i 65 : ' > n:lore tog 3175 a_month: medium rents som §ik
pidi) 5 P 8 Do Rais 2.4 «.> house in 1970 as in 1965. to $175: moderate from $100 to $125, and lowest, under $100. Since 1970, rents in general have risen cunsidernblyﬁ

T

R AYEAE R

JAEE T R

l|'|l__l l‘l-l.':ln.- -
o

L o
_|I \p I o A
X NA Ll

Young participants of the After School & Weekend Programs for Bronx Youth pose ,%/K’é— _ s |

outside el Teatro de Accion Comunal del Bronx where bili}ﬁéa- education was offered.

4
L = " '.
e L5y
o : H

- - &l "



